
   

 

Overview 

[The "Kalamata Climate Contract"[1]  is an ambitious strategy designed to join Kalamata in the network of 100 

European Union cities aiming to achieve climate neutrality by 2030(NetZeroCities). 

 The city's low environmental footprint efforts began in 2015 amid the financial crisis of the 2010s, which 

forced it to reduce energy costs by upgrading municipal lighting. The 2016 flood and prolonged heat waves also 

played a role. that raised public awareness about climate change .  

 

Methods 

A questionnaire was drawn up based on the climate agreement of Kalamata, which in the initial phase was 

distributed to students of the University of Peloponnese. In particular, an online link was created  

(https://forms.gle/yGAEqAdnCPus8isC7) for seven academic departments of the University to participate.All seven 

departments are located in the municipality of Kalamata. 

The questionnaire was drawn up 3 times consecutively, and its final version was distributed to students in order 

to check the average completion time, to receive feedback  from the students but mainly to draw the first statistical 

conclusions about the attitude of the students towards the municipality proposals that  have been  designed and 

budgeted in detail. 71 students responded. After the pilot questionnaire, our ultimate goal is to distribute it (after 

adjustments) to, as many residents of the Municipality of Kalamata, as possible. 

 The Kalamata climate agreement is ultimately based on 4 pillars. 

1. Kalamata, a city to live in 

2. Kalamata, a city for low-emission transport 

3. Kalamata, a city to produce and create 

4. Kalamata, a city that learns 

The specific pillars led to forty questions that except the first 9 that are referred to demographic data were 

categorized and matched to each of the abovementioned pillars: 

We set f(x)= external funding(question 38) as the dependent variable. The independent variables were created 

via PCA factor analysis . 

Results 

In essence, we want to examine whether the attitude of the respondents towards the changes that will occur in 

the urban area of Kalamata, will affect the attitude of external investors for further financing in green infrastructure. 

Since the explanatory power is close to 64% (R square and Adjusted R square), we have come to the conclusion 

that we made a correct selection of groups and a decent selection of regression model (linear regression). 

External funding=3.845 + (0.352*Green & efficient Square) + (0.62*Green& smart infrastructure) + 

(0.169*Low emissions)+(0.212*City to produce) +(0.187 *Legislative &Citizen Initiatives )+ (0.131*Education & 

Knowledge dissemination) 
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Conclusions 

The attitude of the respondents towards the changes that will occur in the urban area of Kalamata, will affect the 

attitude of external investors for further financing in green infrastructure. 

 

Future research will expand upon this foundational analysis of Kalamata's climate contract to comprehensively 

examine every decision associated with the six Greek cities involved in the NetZeroCities initiative. This ongoing 

research will contribute valuable insights for the 2026 paper selection process, further supporting the ambitious 

climate neutrality goals set forth by this initiative 

References 

• Dumay, J., Guthrie, J., & Farneti, F. (2010). GRI Sustainability Reporting Guidelines for Public and Third 

Sector Organizations. Public Management Review, 12(4), 531-548. 

• Bellini, E. C. de O., Rodrigues, R. N., & Lagioia, U. C. T. (2019). Public Sector (Un)Sustainability: A 

Study of GRI Adherence in Public Institutions. Cuadernos de Contabilidad, 20(49). 

• Farneti, F., & Guthrie, J. (2008). Sustainability Reporting by Australian Public Sector Organizations: Why 

They Report. 

• Montecalvo, M., Farneti, F., & de Villiers, C. (2018). The Potential of Integrated Reporting to Enhance 

Sustainability Reporting in the Public Sector. Public Money & Management, 38(5), 365-374. 

• Guthrie, J., & Farneti, F. (2008). GRI Sustainability Reporting by Australian Public Sector Organizations. 

Public Money & Management, 28(6), 361-366 

• https://ifacweb.blob.core.windows.net/publicfiles/2023-08/IAASB-International-Standard- Sustainability-

Assurance-5000-Explanatory-Memorandum_0.pdf , Last visited: 07/11/2024 

• Κarney, M. (2020). TCFD: Strengthening the Foundations of Sustainable Finance. Speech presented at the 

TCFD Summit, Tokyo. Published as a SUERF Policy Note Issue No 122 

• Soyombo, O. T., Odunaiya, O. G., Okoli, C. E., & Usiagu, G. S. (2024). Sustainability Reporting in 

Corporations: A Comparative Review of Practices in the USA and Europe. GSC Advanced Research and Reviews, 

18(02), 204-214. 

• Demers, E., Hendrikse, J., & Metzner, M. (2024). TCFD Reporting: Early Evidence Related to the Future 

of Global Climate-Related Disclosures. Research presented at the 2nd Canadian Sustainable Finance Network 

(CSFN) 

• O'Dwyer & Unerman . (2020). Researching the transformative potential of TCFD reporting. Accounting, 

Auditing & Accountability Journal, Vol. 33 No. 5, pp. 1113-1141. 

• National Kapodistrian University of Athens, Department of Economics, Published:October 2021,Last 

visited: 11/11/2024 

https://eclass.uoa.gr/modules/document/file.php/DI367/%CE%A5%CE%BB%CE%B9%CE%BA%CF%8C/PCA_m

ethod.pdf 

• Municipality of kalamata, Deputy mayor of strategic planning tourism climate change and digital 

transformation, “Κλιματικό Συμβόλαιο Καλαμάτας”, Published: 13/9/2023, Last visited: 10/11/2024, 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-zttgbAtr_WdoJWcalLrWO6S1idmEdgz?usp=sharing 

• Covenant of mayors for Climate and Energy Municipality of Kalamata & Municipality of Kalamata, 

«Σχέδιο δράσης για την Αειφόρο Ενέργεια και το Κλίμα του δήμου Καλαμάτας», Published: 10/2023, Last visited: 

10/11/2024, https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ds9gMw1wC8Db5udtkFMRLOWts4D4CUce?usp=sh aring 

• Municipality of Kalamata,«Σχέδιο βιώσιμης αστικής κινητικότητας Δήμου Καλαμάτας», Published: 

09/2021, Last visited: 10/11/2024 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12bDN1R0wkZacFSHmoR7dQos514aiOKp0?usp=shar ing 


